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Course Description: The goal of this course is to introduce students to knowledge of the death and dying process. Content will include historical and cross cultural perspectives on death, funeral and death rites, death and grief across the lifespan, theoretical views of the grief process, hospice and palliative care, ethical considerations, and physician-assisted suicide. Focus will be placed on how to effectively interact with individuals going through a death or grief process. Students will examine how grief is expressed on both the societal and personal levels.

Course Objectives:   This course will:

1. Provide an introduction to the terms and concepts used in thanatology.

2. Introduce students to current and historical issues related to death and dying.

3. Promote the development of self-awareness as related to mortality.

4. Assist students in developing skills for helping professionally in areas of dying and grief.

5. Promote awareness of cultural issues related to expressions of grief.

6. Enhance students’ understanding of issues relating to end-of-life care.

Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

6. Discuss cross-cultural perspectives on death and mourning rituals
6. Demonstrate an understanding of the grief process

6. Explain the legal and social implications of funeral rites

6. Trace the history of attitudes towards death in Western culture
6. Analyze the ethical implications of end-of-life decision-making

6. Discuss his/her own attitudes and values around death and dying and how 

this may influence him/her professionally

Length of Course:
33 lecture hours
Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:

None
Required Text:
Despelder, L. and Strickland, A. (2009).  The Last Dance: 



Encountering Death & Dying-Eighth Edition.  McGraw-Hill 



Publishing, Boston. Library materials and internet resources will 



be added as needed.

Major Topic Outline:   
Perspectives on Death: Cross Cultural & Historical

Awareness of Death in Society and the Media

Hospice and Palliative Care

Medical Ethics

Grief and Bereavement

Last Rites: Funerals & Body Disposition

Legal Issues

Death Across the Lifespan

Traumatic Death (War, Terrorism, etc.)

Suicide

Physician Assisted Suicide—Oregon and around the world

Beyond Death/After Life

Personal and Social Choices 

